NEWGATE CALENDAR
This was readily complied with, in the hope of his re-
:ormation, and he was now put to a waterman; but being
impatient of restraint he soon quitted his service and
engaged with dissolute fellows in the neighbourhood of
Moorfields, with whom he played at cards, dice, etc., till
he was stripped of what little money he had, and then
commenced as pickpocket.
His first attempt of this kind was at the Guildhall, dur-
ing the drawing of the lottery, when he took a wig out of a
man's pocket; but though he was detected in the offence,
the humanity of the surrounding multitude permitted his
escape. This circumstance encouraged him to continue
his practice, and about a month afterwards he was de-
tected in picking another pocket, and, notwithstanding his
protestations of innocence, underwent the discipline of the
horsepond. Soon afterwards he became acquainted with
two notorious housebreakers, named Garraway and Sly,
who offered to take him as a partner; but he rejected their
proposals till one night when he had lost all his money
and most of his clothes at cards ; then he went to his new
acquaintances, and agreed to be concerned in their illicit
practices.
Gardener having now been for some time acquainted
with a woman who kept a public-house in Fleet Lane, and
who was possessed of some money, proposed to marry her,
with the view of obtaining her property; and, the woman
listening to his offer, they were married by one of the Fleet
parsons. The money Gardener obtained with his spouse
was soon spent in extravagance, and not long afterwards they
were apprehended on suspicion of felony and conducted to
St Sepulchre's watch-house; however, the charge against
them not being validated, it was necessary to dismiss them,
but before they were set at liberty the constable said to
Gardener: " Beware how you come here again, or this bell-
man will certainly say his verses over you " ; for the bellman
happened to be at that time in the watch-house.1
Gardener was greatly affected when the constable told
1 See Appendix No. 4.
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